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7Beloved, let us love one another, because 

love is from God; everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. ….. 19We love 

because he first loved us. 1 John 4:7 and 19 

 

In the bible we often hear the word love. The number of times we hear 

the word love varies by translation. In some translations the word love is used 

three hundred or so times whereas in other translations it is used 500-800 

times. My conclusion about that is we cannot be sure on the number, yet we 

can be confident that the word love is used frequently. In the book of 1 John 

we hear about love. I love how it starts out with the words let us. A bidding for 

us to lead with love because love is from God. Because God is love. Towards 

the end of the passage we hear that we love because he first loved us. God 

loves us so much and first loved us. Our response then to that love is that we 

ought to love one another.  

In the month of February with Valentine’s Day the concept of love is 

brought to the front of people’s minds by the excessive reminders of cards, 

candy, and decorations. I would like to propose though that we are reminded 

of God’s love for us and our response to that love all year round. We can show 

our love for others in our circle of family and friends but also to the store 

clerks, the strangers and those in need every day! 

 

If you have any pastoral care needs, please let me know. You can reach 

me by email at pastorjacitiell@aol.com or by phone at 419-215-8370. 

Yours in Christ,  

          Pastor Jaci Tiell  

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Weather 

Cancellations… 

With winter weather ap-
proaching we may have 
bad weather and there  
could be cancellations of 
church services and activi-
ties.  We will follow the 
guidelines below: 

Level One: Church 
open  and all activities on 

Level Two:  Church 
open unless notified 

Level Three: Church 
closed and all activities 
cancelled 

     If you have any ques-

tions, please call the 

church office 

February Gospel       
Readings... 

February   5    Matthew 5: 
  13-20 

February 12  Matthew 5:  
  21-37 

February 19   Matthew 17: 
  1-9 

February 22  Ash Wednes-
day  Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 

February 26    Matthew 4:  
  1-11 

How beautiful      

a day can be 

when kindness       

touches it! 

1 

mailto:pastorjacitiell@aol.com


Happy Birthday to 
everyone celebrating 
birthdays in February: 

Betty Breier  2/2 

Mary Schlievert  2/5 

Chris Marquardt  2/6 

Kathy Buhrow  2/10 

Charles Pressley  2/11 

Marissa Boos  2/12 

Merle Haar  2/12 

Kevin Heitzman  2/13 

Gene Michel  2/20 

Shawn Duncan  2/25 

Amy Simkus  2/28 

****** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******* 

The Food Pantry item 

for February from 

Grace is: 

15 oz. Can of 

Vegetables   

 

 

 

******  

Pastoral Care…  

In the event of a need for 

pastoral support or care, 

please contact Pastor  

Jaci Tiell @ 419-215-8370 

or pastorjacitiell@aol.com    

Thank you.   

                                        WEEKLY OFFERING 2023 

  
 Week 1     $2,627.00 Week 2   $10,425.00   
 Week 3        $2,097.00 Week 4            $594.00     
 Week 5     $1,457.00 
  
               Total  $17,200.00     
 
 
Needed from Offering for 2023  $145,000     Budget Gap     ($127,800)   
                                Weekly Goal        $2,736     Avg. Week           ($3,440) 

       

In response to the promise 

of abundant life God calls us 

to share our resources with 

those in need.  In that spirit 

of generosity, let us offer 

our gifts and tithes. 

DEACONS AND LECTORS FOR UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES 

DATE DEACONS LECTORS 

February 5 Steve Simkus/Steve Blausey Michelle Timbrook 

February 12 Jennifer & Mark Haar Mark Haar 

February 19 Gary Anderson/Randy Jacobs Nancy Bennett 

February 26 Jean & Merlyn Weng Ruth Anderson 

   

Thank You’s… 

...from Luther Home of Mercy...We want to thank you for sharing your Christmas spirit 

& supporting our 2022 Adopt-A-Resident program.  All of the individuals served by your 

ministry enjoyed a very blessed Christmas. May your New Year be filled with joy!                     

Luther Home of Mercy                  

...from Jazzercise… On behalf of our instructors and customers, we’d like to say Thank 

You so much for allowing us to use your space! Here’s to a great 2023!   Diane Sheets    

...from Evangelical Lutheran Church in America...Thank You for your generous gift of 

$510.00 to ministries of the ELCA through Good Gifts.   This gift will allow parents to take 

their sick children to a clinic for a much needed checkup.  They will not have to choose 

between food or going to the clinic.  They are grateful the cost has been covered.  Fifty-

one children will benefit from this ministry. 

...Lutheran Disaster Response...Thank You for your gift of $700.00 to Disaster Re-

sponse.  Your generosity helps families and communities reeling from disasters here in 

the USA and across the globe. Your gifts enable people to rebuild their lives and liveli-

hoods now and far into the future.    

Save the Date… 

Two Villages  along with all of the Woodmore Community is sponsoring the     

Annual Two Villages Town Hall meeting.  This year we will meet at Woodmore 

High School in Elmore to learn more about suicide prevention, warning signs, and 

community resources.  The program will be Sunday, March 19, 2023 from 1:30-pm 

–3:00pm.  The program is free and open to all because the loss of even one life af-

fects us all. 
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News From Slovenia...  

This month Zina served as a coach and trainer virtually at a Focus Conference. The 

conference had 13 participants, from 4 countries, and while the conference took place 

in Bucharest, Romania, Zina was able to assist from home with 2 month old Milo. Last 

year she received her coaching certification through Focus, and she can now fully use 

her coaching skills to serve staff and others across our region. She was encouraged by 

the conference and to see the people there who desired to grow in their skills. Here is 

what some of the staff through about the conference:  

"I am learning that coaching is more than a technique. I noticed the heart that my 
coach has. I felt cared and loved and saw God through my coaches and the humbleness 
they have. I was impressed of how you can introduce God’s perspective in coaching."  
- Andreea, Romania, non cru staff                                                                                              “ 
I learned many things, but the practice time made a difference. My highlight is that you 
can help people process things and become aware if you ask questions, are curious 
enough, and you trust that the coaching process can help people."  
- Nelu, Romania, Cru staff 

"I have gotten to know myself more, and I become more confident that I can help 

others through coaching." 

- Natalija, Croatia, Cru staff                                                                                                 

"What would it have been like to have this training 10 years ago? How much would 

that helped our movement advance!" 

- Vali, Romania, Cru staff, 2o years on staff 

Coaching is a critical ministry skill, God can use it to not only help the staff, but unlock 

the hearts of those we minister to so that they can see Him anew in their own lives. 

Please pray for all the participants, that they would take their skills back to their 

countries and ministries and be lights for those they lead.                                           

Prayer Requests …           Pray for our upcoming conference. We are inviting people 

from all across Slovenia to join us for a weekend to be trained on launching Bible study 

groups in their communities. Pray for God to bring the right people, and to bless them 

and prepare them for His work in their lives.  

- Pray for Milo, as he continues to grow and develop. Pray that God would bless us     

 with strength, sleep, and wisdom as we adjust and grow as a family of four.  

- Pray for our ads, that God would continue to use them to reach those who He is 

 pursuing, and connect them with us.  

 

With Love from:  Zina, Jay, Ari, and Milo 

Get in Touch with 
Grace… 

www.graceelconline.org is 
our web site. Check out the  
site.   You’ll find regularly 
updated info on upcoming 
events.     Joyce is working 
Tuesday thru Thursday in the 
church office. The hours are 
usually 9:00 - 3:00.  I am 
checking messages, email, 
and mail everyday.  Write us 
with concerns or 
announcements at: 
graceelc@gmail.com. Got a 
prayer request?  Email it to 
the address above or call the 
office and leave a message.  

The Values We Share…  
Worship weekly.  

Invite others to join us.  

Embrace one another.  

Keep on learning.  

Give regularly and generously.  

Be good stewards and willing 
servants.  

Bethlehem Spaghetti 

Dinner Fundraiser- 

Proceeds will benefit the 

Bethlehem Women’s          

retreat fund.  

Adult meals- $10 

Child’s meal- $6  

Dinners will include:     

Spaghetti with meat sauce, 

salad, garlic bread and 

dessert. 

Dinners will be delivered 

to Grace following worship 

on Sunday, February 12th 

A sign up sheet is on the 

table.  
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GRACE COUNCIL REPORT       

But you, LORD, do not be far from me.  You are my strength; come quickly to help me…I will de-
clare your name to my people; in the assembly I will praise you.  Psalm 22:19, 22 

Grace’s Members held the first of our two constitutionally-mandated congregation 
meetings on Sunday, the 22nd of January.  The 2022 Annual Report was presented and accepted.  
We give thanks to God for giving us a good year.  Our joint call with Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
for Pastor Jaci Tiell’s pastoral leadership grew through the entire year.  We had a full year of regu-
lar and special worship services.  Our Boards of Ministry were active in serving the church’s mis-
sions.  We ended the year with a healthy financial surplus, which allowed the Council to make re-
cent additional benevolence contributions and fund transfers to the new Capital Reserve Fund.   

We closed the meeting by highlighting what our congregation can look forward to during 
2023.  Here some things Grace’s Members can expect to see this year: 

The Year of Story.  The Synod has designated 2023 as The Year of Story.  NWOS has pro-
vided a “Daily Bible Reading Guide” titled “The Story of Jesus.”  This year Grace will tell that story 
by proclaiming the WORD during worship, and through a new Christian Education initiative, week-
ly Bible study and personal Bible reading. 

Regular and Special Worship Services.  Our congregation is committed to “praising the 
LORD in its assemblies.”  Worship is central to our being a Christian congregation.  The Board of 
Worship has announced plans for worship during Lent and Easter Week.  Details are printed in the 
Weekly Messenger and Worship Bulletins.   

Christian Education Initiative.  Grace is acting to recreate its Christian Education program.  
A Sunday School class that is planned to begin in late February will play a big role in telling the 
Story of Jesus to our children.  Conversations about starting an AoB/Catechism class this fall have 
also just begun. 

Facilities Renewal Project(s).  New conversations about upgrading Grace’s physical facili-
ties are taking place.  During the congregation meeting we discussed proposals to renew the sac-
risty, upgrade the lounge (by the Narthex), restore classrooms, add a conference room, renew 
outdoor landscaping, and possibly construct an outdoor pavilion.  Decisions need to be made in 
the coming weeks. 

Funeral Support Program.  We presented preliminary information about instituting a     
Funeral Support Program at Grace that affirms our commitment to do all that we can to support 
member families when they lose loved ones.  Responses to initial calls for participation have been 
very encouraging.   

Updating Grace’s History.   An organization’s history can be a source of tradition and 
pride.  Grace’s history has been written, but it hasn’t been updated in 25 years.  We’re looking to 
get started on that this year.   

As we continue into 2023, may we pray that the LORD will “not be far from us.”  

Gary Anderson 

Council President 
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BENEVOLENCE  NEWS… 

The Grace budget was blessed during 2022 with a surplus.  The Witness and Mission Board         

chose the following agencies to receive these funds:

 

Oesterlen is affiliated with the Northwestern Ohio Synod of the ELCA, located in Springfield, Ohio.  
Oesterlen is a 96 acre campus located in Clark County.  Oesterlen is a mental health treatment and 
social services agency that works with children, youth and members of their families who have 
mental health, emotional, and behavioral needs.  Programs include Residential Intensive Treatment, 
a Community Counseling Center, Treatment Foster Care and Adoption Program and Service Coordi-
nation. Every Sunday there is Chapel.  A common contribution to prayer is  "Thank you, God, for 
waking me up this  morning". As we all face a variety of challenges, this prayer of thanks for the ba-
sics of breath and life threads through their days like a golden cord.  This prayer reminds us of all 
that God has given to sustain our daily lives and even more.  The Witness and Mission designated 
$1000.00 dollars to Oesterlen. 

Luther Home of Mercy Burial Fund...The Luther Home has established a fund to assist with burial 

costs for its residents, at their passing, who have inadequate life insurance, no life insurance, no 

immediate family or families that financially cannot contribute to their funeral expenses.  The 

fund is not promoted or advertised in the normal fundraising methods but is a very necessary 

means of supporting the residents.  The board designated $1000.00   

St. Paul’s Community Center, Toledo provides integrated services and adds a safety net to the 

homeless and those experiencing indigence, to promote self-sufficiency, and assist individuals in 

making positive, independent life changes in an atmosphere of caring and concern.  The service 

provides housing navigation and support services community health and housing coordination, 

outreach, emergency shelter winter crisis, mental health services, community psychiatric treat-

ment, resource referrals, and recreational activities.  St. Paul’s received $500.00. 

Ability Center Assistance Dog (ACAD) program.  The center is located in Sylvania, Ohio.   One in four 

people have a disability that impacts the way they connect with the world around them.  The center 

works as an advocate and thought leader, changing both attitudes and real world conditions for 

people with disabilities. Service dogs are trained to assist people with disabilities in living inde-

pendently.   Consumers partnered with a service dog have public access rights through the Ameri-

cans with Disabilities Act to take their dogs with them wherever the public is allowed.  They train 

each dog to perform tasks that meet the individual needs of consumers both at home and in the 

public.      $1000.00 was designated to the Ability Center 

Veterans Matter… This organization was founded in 2007. Their mission statement is “With dignity 

first, to return individuals and families with children to financial and domestic autonomy.”  They in-

tegrate local communities foundations, corporations and veterans groups with the VA & HUD to 

house local heroes. The majority of support goes to move unhoused veterans and their families off 

the streets and into permanent housing.  Once housed services are lined up to help veterans and 

their families to recapture their lives and return to domestic autonomy.  The organization has 

housed almost 4,000 veterans in 25 states and has support from Katy Perry, John Mellencamp, 

Dusty Hill, Luke Bryan, Kid Rock, Maren Morris and other.  $500.00 was donated                                      

         (continued on page 7) 
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January 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 3 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
9:30am -  Piecemakers 

1 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

5 
Epiphany 5 
 
:9:30am-Property 
Board 
10:30am - Worship 
 
 
6:00pm– Boy Scouts in 
the Fellowship Hall 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30pm-Dartball vs St. 
John’s   HOME 
 
 
 

7 
 
9:30am -  Piecemakers 
 
 
7:00pm -  Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

8 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
7:00pm -  Council 
Meeting  

10 
 
 
 
 
9:00am– Noon 
FOOD PANTRY 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
3:00-7:00pm 
Fellowship Hall rented 
for party 

12 
Epiphany 6 
 
9:30am-WAM Bd 
10:30am Worship 
 
6:00– Boy Scouts in 
the Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30pm-Dartball @ St. 
John’s  
 

14 
 
VALENTINE’S DAY 
 
9:30am -  Piecemakers 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 
Transfiguration of 
Our Lord 
 
10:30am - Worship 
SAM Clyde Bame 
preaching 
 
6:00pm– Boy Scouts in 
the Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30pm-Dartball @  
Oak Harbor 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
9:30am -  Piecemakers 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
Ash Wednesday 
 
7:30pm– Service of 
Ashes and 
Communion/ 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 

26 
Transfiguration of 
Our Lord 
 
 
10:30am - Worship 
 
 
6:00pm– Boy Scouts in 
the Fellowship Hall 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30pm-Dartball @ 
Clyde 

28 
 
 
9:30am -  Piecemakers 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

February 2023 

Lord Jesus, may the ashes on our    

foreheads remind us of the great      

exchange of death for life.           

Thank you Lord Jesus. Amen 
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OPERATION OREO… 

Please keep all of the military in your prayers, but especially:  SGT Stephen      
Simkus, Cadet Julian Sanchez.  
Anyone wishing to make a donation to Operation Oreo to help offset the cost 
of shipping and also the contents of the Goody boxes -- Just mark “Op Oreo” 
on the memo line of your check. 
 If you have a name to add to our list or if you have any questions about Operation Oreo, please 

contact Jennifer Marquardt 

   
The Mental Health & Recovery Services Board of Seneca, Ottawa, Sandusky and         

Wyandot Counties… The Mental Health and Recovery Services Board of Seneca, Ottawa, 

Sandusky and Wyandot Counties is a volunteer Board made up of clients, family members, and 

other community leaders representing the counties it serves. The Board is the community mental 

health and addiction planning agency. Services include prevention, treatment and recovery sup-

port services.  The Board evaluates local behavioral health services, investigates any complaint 

alleging abuse or neglect of any person receiving behavioral health services, conducts program 

audits to review and evaluate the quality, effectiveness and efficiency of behavioral health ser-

vices, recruits and promotes local financial support for behavioral health services, and promotes, 

arranges, and implement working agreements with social agencies, both public and private, and 

with judicial agencies. This agency received $500.00 

Ottawa County Family Advocacy Center.. 

Ottawa County Family Advocacy Center advocates for the stability and success of the children 
and families of Ottawa County.  Their mission is to provide compassionate support to children 
and families as they navigate the educational, social and legal systems of our communi-
ty.  Ottawa County Family Advocacy Center operates programs such as Court Appointed Special 
Advocates for Children (CASA), TNT Mentoring between kids and adults, TICKET to success, 
GRANDlove, and Summer lunch. Family Advocacy received $500.00. 

Worship Plans For Lent..  
 Pastor Jaci, Bobbie Bean, and the Worship Committee have established worship   plans for Lent 

and Easter.  Please be sure to place these dates in your calendars as   you make plans to attend 

these special worship and fellowship activities:   

22 February.  Ash Wednesday, worship with the imposition of ashes and communion, 7:30 PM. 

1, 8. 15, 22, 29 March. Lenten Soup Suppers and Evening Prayer Services, 6:00/7:00 PM.  

(Theme:  The Seven Last Words of Christ)     

2 April. Palm Sunday, worship with palm procession and communion, 10:30 AM.                            

6 April. Maundy Thursday, worship with communion and the stripping of the altar, 7:30 PM.       

7 April. Good Friday, Service of the Nails, 7:30 PM.                                                                                 

9 April, Easter Sunday, worship with communion, 10:30 AM  

7 



8 


