
    Grace Lutheran Church council met on March 17, 2022.  Members present were Steve 

Blausey, Joan Eckermann, Nancy Pries, Randy Jacobs, Karen Hammel, Deb Boos, Mary 

Schlievert, Gary Anderson, Pastor Jaci and guest, Joyce Bruntz.  Gary Anderson opened the 

meeting.  Pastor Jaci offered prayer.  

    Good News was shared. Randy’s granddaughter is getting baptized on Sunday. Sunday 

attendance has been high. The Dartball Team were runners up at the tournament! The recent 

water test was good. 

    The February 10, 2022 council minutes were approved.  The February financial report was 

approved. 

Pastor’s Report 

The Wednesday evening Lenten service pastoral rotation is going well. Bethlehem Lutheran is 

collecting items for an organization called Backpack for Humans.  They are in need of towels, 

washcloths, and blankets for those in need. The items can be used, but should be washed and 

in decent condition. Look for a box in the narthex to put these new or used items. Pastor will 

conduct a funeral service at Bethlehem on Saturday, March 19. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Congregational Life – Reported by Mary Schlievert 

Old Business: *We reviewed the Valentine Cookie event and declared it a delicious success!  
*Soup Suppers are underway–Eve Jackson is helping out with set-up and clean-up. *We will 
serve cookies and punch after the Easter Vigil service on Saturday night. Linda- cookies, Mary- 
punch, Rachel-tablecloth/sign/napkins, Joan-small plastic cups. 
New Business: *There will be events for Mother’s Day: May 8, Father’s Day: June 19, and 
Pentecost: June 5th-possible potluck.  *Rachel will create a schedule for Amy Simkus to 
photograph church members for the directory. Photos will be taken on Sundays beginning April 
24 through May. Mary will announce and publish in weekly messages. Sessions will be 
scheduled before and after worship. * Possible Ice Cream Social on Rally Day, Sept. 11, in 
conjunction with God’s Work, Our Hands. 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 26th, 6 pm (before choir) The meeting closed with the Lord’s 
Prayer.  
 
Board of Property – Reported by Steve Simkus  

The board did not officially meet.  The water at our church is now safe to use and drink. 

Board of Witness and Mission – Reported by Nancy Pries 

Ash Wednesday was March 1.  There was no soup and bread that evening. The following 
Wednesdays will be the meager meal with services following. 
Money received in the basket at the suppers as well as the extra envelope in our packets for 
Wednesday services will go towards colonies of BEES.  A colony is $20.00.  As of this date we 
have received $140.00 - 7 Colonies.  The Bees are buzzing around the church.  Have you 
noticed?  There will be some bees at church on Sunday to promote our activity.  There was 



discussion on letting our surrounding areas of approximately 30-mile circumference know of 
our presence as well as the other churches in the area.  We each have a task to pursue as a part 
of this project. Heartbeat of Ottawa County has asked if we would be interested in receiving 
baby bottles this year.  Upon much discussion and consultation, we have decided not to 
participate.  We are always looking for any other project that needs our attention.  Suggestions 
are welcome. 
 

Board of Worship – Reported by Joan Eckermann. 

Old Business:  

 The board reviewed the Advent and Christmas worship.  Joan will monitor the quantity of 

communion wine on hand and buy more when needed.  Joan will see that the list of Deacon 

duties will be sent to all deacons when updates are made.  Copies will also be placed on the 

Narthex table.  Printed copies of the worship Power Point slides will continue to be available 

along with the bulletins. 

New Business:  

We discussed worship during Lent, Holy Week and Easter.  Ash Wednesday is March 2 with 

worship at 7:30 p.m. with the imposition of ashes and communion.  We’ll check on the time of 

Bethlehem Lutheran’s service to be sure there’s no time conflict.  Wednesday soup suppers will 

be held at 6:00 followed by Evening Prayer at 7:00 on March 9, 16, 23, 30, and April 6.  “Making 

Change” will be the theme, with each week’s message addressing a different aspect of change.  

The local conference pastors will take turns giving the message at a different congregation each 

week.  Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday on April 10.  We’ll process with 

palms at the beginning of the service as in the past.  Maundy Thursday is April 14 with 

communion and the stripping of the altar and Chancel.  Good Friday is April 15, and the format 

is yet to be determined.  Easter Vigil is April 16 with Old Testament readings, remembrance of 

our baptism, and communion.  Deacons and lectors will be needed for these special services, 

and Joan will see if they’ve already been scheduled.  Easter is April 17 with traditional worship. 

Festival Sundays after Easter continue with Pentecost on June 5.  We’ll move worship into the 

Fellowship Hall when the temperature in the Sanctuary becomes too warm. 

Other Items:  

 Joan will ask Joyce to print a deacon and lector schedule of two or three months at a time and 

distribute them several weeks in advance.  We discussed a member’s question about including 

the offertory in worship again, and decided to continue leaving the offering trays in the Narthex 

to minimize hand contact.  Pastor Jaci will be leaving our service after the sermon on March 6 

to attend the final service at Martin Luther Lutheran Church in East Toledo.  Pastor Dave 

Wietelmann has agreed to lead the remainder of our service.  The Church Council wants to put 

together a wish list from the boards so that people wanting to donate memorial funds can 

select from a list of specific needs.  We discussed possible ideas from our board, which included 

equipment to better amplify the ringing of the bell prior to worship.  Discussion will be ongoing. 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 10 at 7:30 p.m. following choir rehearsal. 



 

Old Business: 

Synod Assembly Delegates are needed on June 3 and 4 in Bowling Green.  If anyone is 

interested in attending, see Gary Anderson. 

Capital Reserve Fund – A motion was made by Mary, second Joan, that $35,000 in the checking 

account be transferred to the savings account and designated as Capital Reserve Fund; that the 

purpose of the Capital Reserve Fund is to pay for future capital repair or replacement costs; 

that this fund be held in the saving account pending future decisions regarding possible 

investments.  

Mary made a motion, Nancy second, that we grant Bobbie a $500 annual mileage allowance to 

our church musician, Bobbie Bean. 

New Business: 

Church seating will be opened up to every pew on April 3.  Communion will be held a little 

differently.  Members may still bring their own elements, or use the ones that are provided.  

A motion was made by Steve, second Randy to adjourn the meeting. 

The next meeting will be held via Zoom on Thursday, April 21, 2022.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Hammel 

Church Council Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


