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Grace Family Weekly Message 
23 March 2023  

 
******************* 

A BIBLE STUDY ABOUT WHETHER JESUS HAD WOMEN DISCIPLES 
In this week’s Bible Study, in our current “The Story of Jesus” series, we will explore a question 
that has generated much debate in recent decades:  Did Jesus have women disciples?          

Luke 8:1-3 (NIV) 
1After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 
2and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary 
(called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3Joanna the wife of 
Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These 
women were helping to support them out of their own means. 

************** 
For nearly 2,000 years, the Roman Catholic Church has adamantly insisted that 

women cannot be ordained as Priests.  A headline story in recent Christian news 
concerns the Southern Baptist Convention’s decision to expel Pastor Rick Warren’s 
Saddleback Church with its 30,000 weekly worshippers from the SBC because 
Saddleback has women pastors.  Both decisions were based on the argument that 
Jesus did not include women among the twelve disciples to whom he gave sacramental 
authority, therefore only men can be sanctified as priests and pastors.   

ALL ARE WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GRACE  LUTHERAN 
CHURCH THIS SUNDAY, THE 26th OF MARCH 2023.   

The Gospel reading is John 11:1-45. (See page 3 for more information) 

 

THERE IS SUNDAY SCHOOL AND COFFEE FELLOWSHIP ON SUNDAY AT 9:45.  
THE FIFTH LENTEN SOUP SUPPER AND EVENING DEVOTIONAL SERVICE IS 
ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29nd.  Soup Suppers start at 6:00 PM; worship at 7:00 PM 
SAM Jeannine Grimm will share a message about the “Seven Last Words of Christ.” 

Lutheran Congregations in the North Central Conference, including Grace, are taking 
a special offering to buy bottled water for the residents of East Palestine, Ohio. Calvary 
Lutheran Church in Northwood is coordinating this project.  A basket where you can 
leave an offering to buy bottled water for East Palestine will be in the Narthex on 
Sundays, March 19th and 26th.  More information about this appeal is on page 4.     

The Memorial Service for Dean Crandall will be at Grace on Saturday, March 25th.  
Visitation is at 11:00 AM; the Memorial Service is at 12:00; a fellowship meal 
follows the service—all attendees are invited. 
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Protestant churches once accepted this Biblical interpretation but that began to 
change when the first women pastors were ordained in the 19th century. Lutherans held 
out until 53 years ago (1970) when The Lutheran Church of America and American 
Lutheran Church both began to ordain women.  Today 32 percent of ELCA clergy are 
women.  Clearly there is a difference in how Christians understand those whom Jesus 
commissioned as disciples and who can perform the “ministry of word and sacrament.”  

The setting for this scripture (Luke 8:1-3 above) is early in Jesus’ ministry while 
he was still in Galilee.  It was after he had chosen the twelve disciples, when he was 
“traveling from one town or village to another” while acting as an itinerant preacher 
who “proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God.”  The Gospel accounts of 
the calling of the twelve disciples certainly identify them as men.  This scripture from 
Luke, however, identifies three women by name who participated with Jesus and those 
disciples in this ministry.  As he went from town to village, he must have had quite an 
entourage.  In addition to the twelve disciples and the three named women, Luke tells 
us there were “many other (women).”  The text says, “The Twelve were with him, 
and also some women,” suggesting that both the men and the women were 
performing the same mission.  Both the men and the women were acting as disciples. 

The text states that these women “had been cured of evil spirits and 
diseases,” implying that they became followers of Jesus after he healed them.   The 
first name in this list is Mary Magdalene.  She was called “Magdalene” because she 
came from the town of 
Magdala.  She had “seven 
demons” exorcised from 
her.  Mary features 
prominently in Gospel and 
early Christian accounts.  
She followed Jesus 
throughout his ministry, 
was present at the 
crucifixion and brought 
spices to prepare his body 
for burial.  She was one of 
three women who were the 
first witnesses to the 
resurrection (Mark 16:1-3).  
In John 20:17, Jesus 
commissioned Mary 
Magdalene to “go and tell my disciples;” Jesus commissioned her to be an apostle to 
the apostles (also Luke 24:10). 

The other women named in Luke 8, Joanna, and Susana, were women with 
substantial wealth.  Joanna was the wife of Chuza, the steward of Herod Antipas.  Luke 
said all three supported Jesus’ entourage, probably by providing money to buy food and 
pay for lodging.  These women served as Jesus’ disciples by giving both their time and 
their money. 

The Jesus story features other women besides Mary Magdalene, Joanna and 
Susanna who followed Jesus and acted as disciples.  They included Salome and Mary 

 
Christians in Southern France believe Mary Magdalene was an active 
missionary who founded churches in that area.  The Ste-Marie-
Madeleine Basilica at St. Maximin, France is dedicated to her.  Its crypt 
contains this statue of Mary and claims to hold her remains (skull, see 
inset) which are brought out once a year for a Mary Magdalene festival. 
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the Mother of James.  Women like Lydia of Philippi was an early church leader who 
provided her home for worship.  Paul specifically mentioned Phoebe, Chloe, Junia, and 
the mother of Rufus.  In Acts 9:34, we read:  “In Joppa there was a disciple named 
Tabitha…who became sick and died.” Peter raised her from the dead after she died. 

Pastor Rick Warren cites the Great Commission (Matthew 20:19) as the 
scriptural basis for his conclusion that Jesus authorized the ordaining of women pastors.  
That text reads: “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them…and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  He understood “all 
nations” to include all people, men, and women, who are commissioned by Christ to 
“Go, make disciples, baptize and teach.”  It definitely does not say “all men.” 

The lingering question remains: if these interpretations of Luke 8 and the Great 
Commission are correct, why did 17 centuries of church history continue to restrict the 
ordination of priests and pastors to men?  The reality has been that for 17 centuries and 
longer, men who lived and worked in a patriarchal society were in charge of the church.  
The men who controlled the compilation, editing and interpreting of the Bible and church 
doctrine had their dominant status to defend.  But it is also compelling to study this 
scripture from Luke 8 or the Biblical record that Mary Magdalene and other women were 
the first witnesses to the resurrection.  We believe Jesus really did intend that both 
women and men should be disciples when he proclaimed the Great Commission. 

************* 
WEEKLY NEWS AND ACTIVITIES AT GRACE 

¥ PRAYER CONCERNS.  Please keep the following persons in your prayers:   
The Family of Dean Crandall 
Laura Bins, Amber Barbour, Pat Bowe, Pastor Marcus Lohrmann (retired Synod 
Bishop), Graham Jacobs (infant son of David & Brielle Jacobs), Marilyn 
Goeckerman, Todd Hablitzl, Laurie Pangle, Tom & Cheryl Hoot, Matthew Rolf, Max 
Shiple, Rosemary Jones, Steve, Jody Angelone, Mandi Palmer, LaVerne Edwards, 
Bev Burroughs, Carol Jacob, Bethany Collier, Leslee Bundy, Tom Szor, Shelly 
Sherman, Barbara Harger, Patricia Morral, Karen Southwyck, Dustin Schmidt, Chris 
Marquardt, Stephen Andrew, Kelly Troyer, Nadine Crisologos, members of the 
Grace family who reside in nursing homes including Jim Flick (Commons of 

SUNDAY WORSHIP.  This coming Sunday, the 26th of March, is the Fifth Sunday 
of Lent.  The Gospel reading is John 11:1-45, which is the story about Jesus raising 
Lazarus from death.  Communion will be served. The liturgical color is purple.  SAM 
Clyde Bame and Church Musician Bobbie Bean will conduct this service.   
CHOOSE HOW YOU WORSHIP.  At Grace, you can worship in a traditional setting in 
the Sanctuary, or you can participate in worship while remaining in your vehicle and 
tuning your radio to FM 94.1.  Grace’s worship services are broadcast on FM 94.1. 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN WITH US IN WORSHIPPING GOD 
AS WE CONTINUE ON OUR LENTEN JOURNEYS  
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Providence, Sandusky), Donna Foss (Parkcliff), Sandy Cutchall (Genoa), and Ruth 
Hammel (Genoa), and members of the Grace family and their colleagues who serve 
in the Armed Forces.   
If you know of someone to add to the prayer list, please inform Pastor Jaci or the 
Church Office. 

¥ DEAN CRANDALL, 1941-2023✟.  The Grace congregation mourns the 
passing of Dean Crandall on Friday, the 17th of March. The Memorial Service will be 
at Grace on Saturday, 25 March.  Visitation will be at 11:00 AM; the Memorial 
Service will be at 12:00 AM; a fellowship meal will follow after the service. Robinson-
Walker Funeral Home in Oak Harbor is handling arrangements.  Dean’s obituary is 
posted at https://www.walkerfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/Dean-
Crandall?obId=27531827#/celebrationWall.  Please keep Marilyn and all members 
of Dean’s family in your prayers. 

¥ ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING LAST WEEK.  60 people attended 
worship at Grace on Sunday, the 19th of March.  Last Sunday’s offering total was 
$2,311.   In order to fully fund the budget adopted by the congregation in November, 
weekly offerings need to average $2,736.  After 12 weeks in 2023, average offerings 
are slightly ahead of this budget goal.  Thank you to all members of the Grace 
Family who attend worship and contribute regular offerings.   

¥ COUNCIL MEETING ACTIONS.   The March Council meeting included 
discussions and decisions on the following topics that are of special interest to 
Grace’s members: 
• OFFERING PRESENTATION.  The process of taking offerings during worship by 

passing offering plates through the congregation was discontinued in March 2020 
as a covid safety measure.  Starting with the worship service on Sunday, the 19th 
of March, offering collection will continue to be done by placing offerings in an 
offering plate at the back of the Sanctuary, but the order of worship will now 
include the presentation of offerings at the altar.  Offerings will be brought 
forward for presentation at the altar by a Deacon or youth representative just 
before the Pastor begins the communion liturgy.  

• PASSING OF THE PEACE.  Grace members cherish its tradition of a long 
Passing of the Peace where worshippers actively greet, shake hands with, or 
embrace everyone present.  This process was also stopped at the start of the 
covid pandemic.  We currently do the Passing of the Peace with worshippers 
remaining in place while passing the peace with spoken words and gestures.  
The Council discussed whether the congregation is ready to change this, 
perhaps by encouraging worshippers to move about while greeting others without 
making physical contact.  The Council did not make any decisions but did refer 
this to the Board of Worship which will meet on the 18th of April.  If you have an 
opinion on whether or how Grace’s Passing of the Peace should be changed, 
please pass it on to Worship Chair Joan Eckermann or Gary Anderson. 

• WATER FOR EAST PALESTINE.  We have all seen the reports of the train 
derailment and chemical explosion in East Palestine, Ohio.  Health experts are 
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warning of “serious environmental damage” in the area surrounding the crash 
site. The resulting chemical spill has left the water in that area unsafe to 
drink. The people of East Palestine have been forced to rely on bottled water.  To 
help the people of East Palestine, the congregations of the North Central 
Conference, including Grace Lutheran Church, are taking a special offering to 
buy bottled water for the residents of that community.  One hundred percent of 
the money offered will be used to purchase water for the residents of East 
Palestine.  This appeal is being coordinated by Pastor Bob Noble of Calvary 
Northwood.  Bottled water deliveries are being handled by the First Church of 
Christ in East Palestine. 
Donations for East Palestine water at Grace may be made by placing 
offerings in the basket designated for this purpose in the Narthex. 
A bottle of water may not seem like much when the problems are so big, but our 
collective acts of care and compassion can be a welcome gift for people who are 
hurting and fearful of what the future may hold.  We will collect donations through 
Easter Sunday.   Please remember the residents of East Palestine. 

¥ EDUCATION UPDATE:  Children in grades K-6 meet on Sunday mornings 
beginning at 9:45 AM.  In addition, coffee is available in the Fellowship Hall, also 
beginning at 9:45 AM.  You are invited to join the Sunday School children for Mission 
Morning on this Sunday, March 26th, and on April 2nd, to assemble Easter baskets 
for our homebound friends.   This Sunday there will be a Scavenger Hunt to learn 
more about the various mission projects our congregation supports. (Note, 
successful completion of the hunt includes a snack!).   The Easter Project will 
include making Easter cards for our Operation 
Oreo servicemen.   Please plan on joining us at 
9:45 AM on both days.     

¥ QUILT DEDICATION.  The presentation 
and dedication of the 152 quilts produced by 
Grace’s Piecemakers took place during worship 
this past Sunday, the 19th of March.  The quilts 
have now been boxed and distribution has 
begun.  36 of these quilts were delivered to 
Lutheran Social Services, Sparrows’ Nest (a 
woman’s shelter) and Cherry Street Mission.  
The remaining quilts will go to Lutheran World 
Relief. 

¥ 2023 LENTEN OFFERINGS.  This year’s Lenten Offerings will be dedicated to 
the ELCA Good Gifts Program for the purchase of water filters.  Each $30.00 
contribution buys one ceramic water filter that is capable of purifying water without 
electricity or chemicals.   A water filter is a powerful, reliable way to provide safe 
water when it's needed most.   

¥ WORSHIP PLANS FOR LENT.   The fourth of five Lenten Soup Suppers and 
Mid-week prayer services on the 22nd of March was attended by 17 persons.  Pastor 
Shawn O’Brien’s message spoke about Jesus’ prayer to FORGIVE those crucifying 

 
The Piecemakers’ 2023 quilt production of 
152 quilts was displayed and dedicated 
during worship on the 19th of March. 
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him and how this help us understand the radical nature of God’s mercy.  Upcoming 
worship serves at Grace now include: 

• 29 March.  Lenten Soup Supper and Evening Prayer Service, 6:00/7:00 PM. 
(Theme:  The Seven Last Words of Christ) 

• 2 April.  Palm Sunday, worship, with communion, preceded by a palm 
procession that will begin in the Narthex, 10:30 AM. 

• 6 April.  Maundy Thursday, worship with communion and the stripping of the 
altar, 7:30 PM. 

• 7 April.  Good Friday, Service of the Nails, 7:30 PM. 
• 9 April, Easter Sunday, worship with communion, 10:30 AM. 

• 28 May, Pentecost Sunday, worship with communion, 10:30 AM.  This will be 
the last Sunday when the Choir is scheduled to sing until September. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITES AND EVENTS AT GRACE 
Date Event Time Location 
26 March, Sunday Christian Education for Children, K-6 9:45 AM Sunday School 

Room 

26 March, Sunday Adult Coffee Hour 9:45 AM Fellowship Hall 

29 March, Wednesday 5th Lenten Soup Supper & Evening 
Worship 

6:00/7:00 
PM 

Fellowship Hall 
Sanctuary 

2 April, Sunday Board of Property 9:30 AM Conference Room 

18 April, Tuesday Board of Worship 8:00 PM Conference Room 

20 April, Thursday Council Meeting 7:00 PM Conference Room 

9 May, Tuesday Board of Congregational Life 6:00 PM Grace 

11 May, Thursday Funeral Planning Workshop 6:00 PM Grace 

Regular Weekly Events: 
• Sunday mornings, at 10:30 AM, Worship, with communion (in the Sanctuary) 
• Tuesday evenings, at 7:00 PM, Choir Practice 

 
¥ OPERATION OREO.  Please keep all military personnel in your prayers, but 

especially:  2LT Eli Gerkensmeyer, U. S. Air Force; SSG Stephen Simkus, U. S. 
Army Special Forces, and Cadet Julian Sanchez, U. S. Military Academy.  
• Anyone wishing to donate to Operation Oreo to help offset the cost of shipping 

and also the contents of the Goody boxes -- Just mark “Op Oreo” on the memo 
line of your check. 

•  If you have a name to add to our list or if you have any questions about 
Operation Oreo, please contact Jennifer Marquardt 

¥ MILLERS RECEIPTS.  Members of the Grace Family who shop at Miller’s New 
Market Grocery in Genoa should continue to keep their receipts and give them to 
Marilyn Crandall who will redeem them for Grace (or send them to 9591 W 
Moonlight Bay Lane, Oak Harbor OH 43449). 
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¥ DEACON AND LECTOR SCHEDULE.  Deacons and Lectors scheduled to serve in 
upcoming worship services are listed in the table.   

DATE DEACONS LECTORS 
26 March Jennifer & Mark Haar Steve Blausey 

2 April Randy Jacobs & Gary Anderson John Marik 
9 April Jean & Merlyn Weng Jean Wietelmann 

16 April Mary & Mike Schlievert Nancy Bennett 

¥ POCKET QUILTS.  A POCKET QUILT is a way we all can pass a tangible 
message about God's love to someone else.  Keep an extra one and a card in your 
pocket to share with someone you see who looks troubled or needs a hug. You'll be 
surprised at the response you will get.  Sometimes there will even be tears. 

¥ BACKPACKS FOR HUMANS (https://backpacknation.space/).  This 501(c) 
(3) organization serves people in crisis in the Toledo area.  Current needs for 
donated items include men’s and toddler clothes, blankets, and pillows.  Please 
bring donation items to the church and place them in the collection box in the 
Narthex. 

¥ ELMORE FOOD PANTRY.  The Grace Food Pantry item for March is 13 oz. boxes 
of mashed potatoes.  Grace hosts the Elmore Food Pantry, which is open on the second 
Friday of each month, from 9:00 AM until noon.  Anyone who wants to drop off food items at 
the church may bring them to the church on Sunday or leave them inside the north door 
during times when the church office is open.  

Our Prayer:  Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin 
and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to 
new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION 
PASTOR COUNCIL PRESIDENT CHURCH OFFICE 
Pastor Jaci Tiell 
pastorjacitiell@aol.com 
419-215-8370 

Gary Anderson 
dcmgaryanderson@gmail.com  
419-607-3036 

Joyce Bruntz 
graceelc@gmail.com 
419-862-3630 

Grace ELC Weekly Message Distribution.  Grace Family Weekly Messages are distributed by 
email and regular mail to Grace’s members and friends to inform them about Grace’s worship services, 
church activities and benevolence programs.  To submit an announcement for the Message please contact 
the Church Office (email: graceelc@gmail.com; mail to the Church at: 19225 W. Witty Road, Elmore OH 
43416).  To add someone to the distribution list, send their email or mailing address to the Church Office. 
 

 


