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Grace Family Weekly Message 
17 November 2022  

 
A BIBLE STUDY ABOUT JOSIAH--ANOTHER GOOD KING 
Our previous Bible Study was about Judah’s King Hezekiah, one of the Old Testament’s 
few “good” kings.  This week’s study considers one additional good king, King Josiah.  
He is remembered for leading a great religious reform that was based on the accidental 
discovery, in the temple, of an original Deuteronomy scroll and its “covenant code.”  

II Kings 23:1-3 (NIV) 

1Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 2He went up 
to the temple of the LORD with the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the priests, and the prophets—all the people from the least to the greatest. He 
read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been 
found in the temple of the LORD. 3The king stood by the pillar and renewed the 
covenant in the presence of the LORD—to follow the LORD and keep his 
commands, statutes, and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, thus 
confirming the words of the covenant written in this book. Then all the people 
pledged themselves to the covenant. 

In the 7th century BCE kingdom of Judah, King Hezekiah’s religious reform, which 
we studied last week, was reversed by his successor kings Manasseh and Amon.  
“Manasseh rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah had destroyed; he also 
erected altars to Ba’al and made an Asherah pole…he sacrificed his own son in 
the fire…” (II Kings 21:3-6).  Manasseh condoned child sacrifice and erected altars to 
Assyrian astral deities (“starry hosts”).  Judah’s independence from Assyria, which 
Hezekiah had won, was also short-lived.  Manasseh was forced to resume paying 
tribute to Assyria.   

Josiah became king at the age of eight after his father Amon was assassinated: 
“Amon’s officials conspired against him and assassinated the king in his 
palace...and they made Josiah his son king in his place” (II Kings 21:23-24).  
Josiah’s reign began in 640 BCE, and he ruled for 31 years.  II Chronicles 34 reports 
that by the time Josiah was 16 “he began to seek the God of his father David.”  By 
the time he was 20, “he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of high places, 
Asherah poles and idols.”  The Bible does not tell us who or what influenced Josiah to 
turn away from the ways of his father and grandfather and back to the faith of his great-
grandfather Hezekiah (Was it “Amon’s officials?”).  The accounts in II Kings and II 
Chronicles simply tell us that King Josiah turned to God and began to initiate a great 
religious reform in Judah. 

WORSHIP AT GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
THIS SUNDAY, THE 20th OF NOVEMBER.   

Sunday’s Gospel reading is Luke 23:33-43 (See page 3 for more information) 
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While Josiah was restoring the worship of 
God (Yahweh) in Judah, he was also successful in 
re-establishing Judah’s independence from Assyria.  
Josiah was able to do this because the Assyrians 
were forced to put down major rebellions at home. 
Those rebellions ultimately led to the Assyrian 
Empire being conquered by the Babylonians near 
the end of Josiah’s reign (609 BCE).  Under Josiah, 
Judah once again became a free country. 

Josiah’s religious reform took a decisive step 
forward because of an accidental discovery.  When 
he was 26, he commissioned the leaders in his court 
“to repair the temple of the Lord his God.”  While 
temple restoration was taking place, “Hilkiah the 
priest found the Book of the Law of the Lord that 
had been given through Moses” (II Chron. 34:8, 
14).  Shaphan (the king’s scribe) brought this newly 
discovered scroll to the king and read parts of it to 
him.  The king was overwhelmed with emotion: 
“when the king heard the words of the Law, he 
tore his robes.”  He then directed his advisors to take the book to Huldah the 
prophetess to verify its authenticity.  She consulted with the LORD and reported his 
words to Josiah:  “because you humbled yourself before me and tore your robes 
and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the LORD…your eyes will 
not see all the disaster I am going to bring on this place…” 

Scholars have generally agreed that the scroll which was discovered in the 
temple was a version of the Book of Deuteronomy.  After the prophetess Huldah 
confirmed its authenticity, Josiah understood how it condemned the religious practices 
of the Judeans and foretold doom for their nation.  To forestall that fate, the king called 
all the people together and “read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the 
Covenant.”  The king then “renewed the covenant in the presence of the LORD” 
and led the people in a great Passover celebration; “none of the kings of Israel had 
ever celebrated such a Passover as did Josiah” (II Chron. 35:18). 

King Josiah succeeded in restoring the worship of God in Judah, but for all his 
good works, he met a rather inglorious ending.  With the Assyrian Empire falling into 
disarray, the Egyptian Pharaoh sought to take advantage of the power vacuum and 
advanced a military force towards Assyria through Judah.  Josiah took a contingent of 
soldiers to block the Pharaoh’s advance, but Josiah was mortally wounded by the 
Pharaoh’s archers.  The prophet Jeremiah remembered Josiah with these words:  “He 
did what was right and just...he defended the cause of the poor and needy” (Jere. 
22:15-16).  If only all of us could be remembered with similar words. 

************* 

 
King Josiah hearing the Book of the 
Law 
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WEEKLY NEWS AND ACTIVITIES AT GRACE 

¥ PRAYER CONCERNS.  Please keep the following persons in your prayers:   
Sue Fondessy, Max Shiple, Marge Winters, Danny Miller, Joe Graycyzk, Bob Haas, 
Rosemary Jones, Donald Bench, Steve, Kathy Spangler, Jody Angelone, Mandi 
Palmer, LaVerne Edwards, Bev Burroughs, Ken Pettit, Carol Jacob, Bethany Collier, 
Leslee Bundy, Tom Szor, Shelly Sherman, Barbara Harger, Patricia Morral, Karen 
Southwyck, Carol Morgan, Dustin Schmidt, Chris Marquardt, Stephen Andrew, Dean 
Crandall, Kelly Troyer, Nadine Crisologos, Cheryl Hoot, Heather DeWitz, members 
of the Grace family who reside in nursing homes including Jim Flick (Commons of 
Providence, Sandusky), Donna Foss (Parkcliff), Sandy Cutchall (Genoa), and Joan 
Dietrich (Genoa), and members of the Grace family and their colleagues who serve 
in the Armed Forces.  If you know of someone to add to the prayer list, please inform 
Pastor Jaci or the Church Office. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITES AND EVENTS 
Date Event Time Location 
20 November, Sunday Hanging of the Greens after worship 11:30 Sanctuary 

15 December, Thursday Council Meeting 6:30 PM Schlieverts 

19 December, Monday Red Cross Blood Drive 12:00 PM to 
6:00 PM Fellowship Hall 

7 January, Saturday Christmas Decoration Take-Down 11:00 AM Sanctuary 

22 January, Sunday Congregational Meeting, with 
Potluck Brunch 11:30 AM Fellowship Hall 

Regular Weekly Events: 
• Sunday mornings, at 10:30 AM, Worship, with communion (in the Sanctuary) 
• Tuesday evenings, at 7:00 PM, Choir Practice 

¥ ATTENDANCE AND OFFERING LAST WEEK.  62 persons attended 
worship last Sunday (the most worshippers Grace has had since the 5th of May!).  
Last Sunday’s offering total was $1,597.  Offerings need to average $2,789 per 

WORSHIP ON SUNDAY.  This coming Sunday, the 20th of November, is Christ 
the King Sunday.  This is the last Sunday after Pentecost and the end of the church 
year. The Gospel reading is Luke 23:33-43.  The liturgical color for this Sunday is 
white.  Pastor Jaci and Church Musician Bobbie Bean will conduct the worship service, 
with communion, which starts at 10:30 AM.  Plan to remain after worship to participate 
in the Hanging of the Green for the beginning of Advent! 
CHOOSE HOW YOU WORSHIP.  At Grace, you can worship in a traditional setting in 
the Sanctuary, or you can participate in worship while remaining in your vehicle and 
tuning your radio to FM 94.1.  Grace’s worship services are broadcast on FM 94.1. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING ALL MEMBERS OF THE 
GRACE FAMILY AND VISITORS TO WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY 
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week to meet the 2022 offering budget target.  Recent offerings have been down, 
and Grace is now falling behind in its offering budget goal.  Thank you to all who 
attend worship and contribute regular offerings.   

¥ ADVENT WORSHIP PLANS.  Plan to attend Grace’s 2022 Advent and 
Christmas Worship events.  The Hanging of the Greens (putting up Christmas 
decorations in the Sanctuary) will take place after worship on Christ the King 
Sunday, the 20th of November.  The first Sunday in Advent this year is the 27th of 
November; this is the beginning of the new liturgical year.  This year Grace will have 
four Advent Soup Suppers and Evening Prayer services on the 30th of 
November and the 7th, 14th and 21st of December.  This year’s Advent Special 
Offerings will be contributed to the ELCA’s “A Clinic Visit for a Child” program.  
Grace will have its Christmas Eve Worship Service on Saturday evening, the 24th 
of December, at 8:00 PM.  On Sunday, the 25th of December, Grace’s traditional 
Christmas Carol and Scripture Worship Service will take place during the Sunday 
worship hour at 10:30 AM.  There will be a regular worship service on Sunday, the 
1st of January 2023. 

¥ CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS.  The chancel  will once again be decorated with 
poinsettias for Christmas. Each plant comes in a  6½” pot with  foil...a single stem 
with 5-8 blooms. Only RED will be available this year. All plants come from Bench’s. 
Each plant coasts $10.00.  Please use the order form on page 6 to order poinsettias.  
Be sure to note any dedication information (in memory of/in honor of…).   Orders 
and payment are due in the church office by Sunday, November 27th. Please make 
checks payable to Grace Lutheran Church; note “Poinsettia” on the memo line.    

¥ THANK OFFERING RETURN.  Sunday, the 20th of November is the date when 
Thank Offering boxes are to be returned and dedicated. 

¥ CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR LUTHER HOME OF MERCY RESIDENTS.  
Grace members are encouraged to make Christmas special for a resident of Luther 
Home of Mercy.  The names and their wish list will be available on the table in the 
Narthex on November 13th, 20th and 27th. 

¥ OPERATION OREO HONORS VETERANS DAY.    Please keep all military 
personnel in your prayers, but especially: SSG Stephen Simkus and Cadet Julian 
Sanchez.  

• Anyone wishing to donate to Operation Oreo to help offset the cost of shipping 
and also the contents of the Goody boxes -- Just mark “Op Oreo” on the memo 
line of your check. 

•  If you have a name to add to our list or if you have any questions about 
Operation Oreo, please contact Jennifer Marquardt 

¥ WREATHS ACROSS AMERICAN WINE TASTING EVENT.  
Wreaths Across America is sponsoring a "Wine Tasting Night" on November 27th from 
1:00 to 3:00 PM at the Mockingbird on Mill Road at 4408 N. Elliston-Trowbridge Road, 
Graytown, Ohio.  Proceeds will support the cost of wreaths placed in the Ottawa County 
cemeteries in December for Veterans.  RSVP to Shelley (419) 260-7685. For more 
information check out the flyer on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board. 
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¥ THANKSGIVING WORSHIP INVITATION. St. John’s UCC, 448 Rice 
Street,  Elmore invites everyone to a Thanksgiving Service on Wednesday, 
November 23rd at 7:00 PM.  Thanksgiving is an important time to come 
together in a worship setting to give thanks.  We will join together to give 
thanks to the One who has shared great blessings with us.  Everyone 
is WELCOME! 

¥ BACKPACKS FOR HUMANS (https://backpacknation.space/).  This 501(c) 
(3) organization serves people in crisis in the Toledo area.  Current needs for 
donated items include blanket throws, sheets, and towels.  Please bring donation 
items to the church and place them in the collection box in the Narthex. 

¥ DEACON AND LECTOR SCHEDULE.  Deacons and Lectors scheduled to 
serve in upcoming worship services are listed in the table.   

DATE DEACONS LECTORS 
20 November Gene Michel and Alan Wolfe Mary Lou Kohli 
27 November Jennifer & Mark Haar Mark Haar 
4 December Mary & Mike Schlievert Mike Schlievert 

11 December Steve Simkus & Steve Blausey Nancy Bennett 

¥ ELMORE FOOD PANTRY.  The Grace Food Pantry item for November is 46 
oz. cans of tomato juice.  Grace hosts the Elmore Food Pantry.  The Food Pantry is 
open on the second Friday of each month, from 9:00 AM until noon.  Anyone who 
wishes to drop off food items at the church may bring them to the church on Sunday 
or leave them inside the north door during times when the church office is open.  

¥ GRAPE JELLY MASON JARS.  Empty Mason jars returned to the small box 
on the shelf with the coffee server in the Narthex will be gratefully received and 
reused. 

¥ MILLERS RECEIPTS.  Members of the Grace Family who shop at Miller New 
Market Grocery in Genoa should continue to keep their receipts and give them to 
Marilyn Crandall who will redeem them for Grace (or send them to 9591 W 
Moonlight Bay Lane, Oak Harbor OH 43449). 

¥ AMAZON SMILE FUNDRAISER.  Amazon purchases earn cash contributions 
for Grace Lutheran Church if you enroll in the Amazon Smile program and name 

• ELMORE COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER.  Grace is supporting 
Elmore’s traditional Thanksgiving dinner.  The members of Grace are asked to 
provide 20 pies (preferably apple, cherry, & pumpkin).  There is a sign-up sheet in 
the Narthex.  Pies are to be delivered to Woodmore H. S.  

• Volunteers are needed to assist in serving the Thanksgiving Dinner.  
Volunteers are needed on Wednesday, the 23rd from 9:00 AM to noon and on 
Thanksgiving Day, the 24th from 8:00 AM to Noon or from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 
Contact Bob Daniel at bdaniel808@yahoo.com to sign up.  
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Elmore OH, as your designated charity.  Log in 
with this address: smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1219970.  If you use the Amazon 
Smile program and designate Grace as your charity, 0.5% of your eligible purchases 
will be donated to Grace.  Donations received through this program are divided 
evenly between Operation Oreo and the Piecemakers. 

Our Prayer:  O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is 
unending joy. We worship you; we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your 
great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for 
your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

GRACE CONTACT INFORMATION 
PASTOR COUNCIL PRESIDENT CHURCH OFFICE 
Pastor Jaci Tiell 
pastorjacitiell@aol.com 
419-215-8370 

Gary Anderson 
dcmgaryanderson@gmail.com  
419-607-3036 

Joyce Bruntz 
graceelc@gmail.com 
419-862-3630 

Grace ELC Weekly Message Distribution.  Grace Family Weekly Messages are distributed 
by email and regular mail to Grace’s members and friends to inform them about Grace’s worship services, 
church activities and benevolence programs.  Anyone who wishes to submit an announcement for the 
Message should contact the Church Office (email to graceelc@gmail.com; mail to the Church at: 19225  
W. Witty Road, Elmore OH 43416).  To add someone to the distribution list, send their email or mailing 
address to the Church Office. 

 

USE THIS FORM TO ORDER CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA—PLEASE ORDER BY NOVEMBER 27TH  

 


